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The BIBSYS experience, havingtransitionedfrom 
a self-developedand self-hostedILS to a cloud-

basedlibrary services platform
"a bumpyprocess"





What is BIBSYS?

ÅBIBSYS is a non-profit organization owned by the Ministry of 
Education and Research - costs are divided between the 
institutions according to their size. 

ÅEstablished in 1972 in Trondheim as a collaborative project -
to automate internal library routines.

ÅSingle Joint Catalogue ɀthe foundations is the idea of sharing 
bibliographic data







What is BIBSYS?   - our journey

ÅFrom a project to a government agency

ÅFrom 3 to 100+ institutions

ÅFrom home made system to a global system

ÅFrom BIBSYS MARC to MARC21

ÅFrom OPAC to Discovery and Delivery solution

ÅFrom library system to information systems



BIBSYS Consortium

7 million Records
25 million Holdings



Did not sufficiently modernize the system



The Bibsys Bluescreen is not only a treasure of 
cultural heritage - it is also very good to use. 
We will not start navigating with cursors or 
select things from drop down menus - we 
prefer writing commands with or without 
commas, and using F-buttons! It's faster, cooler 
and better ergonomically.


