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What Is a Research Data Policy (RDP)?

LyTcD-T

Term Definition Tool
Data Policy

N Aet of high-level principles that establish a guiding framework for data
management. A data policy can be used to address strategic aspects such as
data access, relevant legal matters, data stewardship issues and custodial
duties, data acquisition and other issues. Each data policy defines an assertion
that the data managers enforce for the digital objects within a repository. 0
http://smw-rda.esc.rzg.mpg.de/index.php/Data_Policy
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Research funder data policies




April 2011: EPSRC Research Data Expectations
released
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EPSRC Research funding expectations
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iii. Each research organisation will have specific policies and associated processes to maintain effective internal awareness of their
publicly-funded research data holdings and of requests by third parties to access such data; all of their researchers or research
students funded by EPSRC will be required to comply with research organisation policies in this area or, in exceptional circumstances,

research data

Principles

to provide justification of why this is not possible.

Scope and benefits

vii. Research organisations will ensure that EPSRC-funded research data is securely preserved for a minimum of 10 years from the date
that any researcher ‘privileged access’ period expires or, if others have accessed the data, from last date on which access to the data
was requested by a third party; all reasonable steps will be taken to ensure that publicly-funded data is not held in any jurisdiction
where the available legal safeguards provide lower levels of protection than are available in the UK.




Who has an institutional Research Data Policy?
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Percentage of universities with a Research Data
Policy: Canada, Germany, UK, US
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UK HEI Research Data Policies by year of
adoption
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UK HEI's grouped by number of research staff,
2014-2015
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Total research grants and contracts (GBP) quartile,
2014-2015
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Total funding council grants (GBP) quartile, 2014-
2015
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THES Ranking of institutions by GPA of their output
profiles and Research Data Policies, 2014 REF
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1994/Russell

Yes
(Row %)

No
(Row %)

TOTAL
(Row %)

Russell Group
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(Row %)
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(Row %)
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(Row %)
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Percentage of cohort group in which the UK HEI
with Research Data Policy was established

040
038 0.38

0.30

0.30

0.25

0.20 -

® % with RDPs

0.14

0.10 -

0.00
0.00 - . .
Ancient (1100-  Nineteenth Civic Plate glass  Intermediate New Second wave
1800) century (1801- universities  universities era (1969- universities of new

1899) (1900-1960)  (1961-1968) 1991) (1992-2000)  universities
(2001-2015)



Looking at UK institutional Research Data
Policies
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UK HEI Research Data Policies word count
(nearest 50)
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Framework

A Digital Curation Centre. 2014. Five Steps to Developing a Research
Data Management Policy [PDF]. Edinburgh: Digital Curation Centre.
http.//www.dcc.ac.uk/sites/default/files/documents/publications/DCC-
FiveStepsToDevelopingAnRDMpolicy.pdf

A Erway, R. 2013. Starting the Conversation: University-wide
Research Data Management Policy. Dublin, Ohio: OCLC Research.
http://www.oclc.org/content/dam/research/publications/library/2013/2
013-08.pdf

A Briney K, Goben A, and Zilinski L. 20151 Do You Have an
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Research Data Policy definitions of key RDM
terms
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Definition Russell Not Russell | Total
Group Group

Yes
(Column%)
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(Row %)

TOTAL
(Column %)

(46%)

6
(46%)

13
(100%)

(54%)

11
(54%)

24
(100%)

(54%)

17
(46%)

37
(100%)



Length of definition of "Data/Research Data" in
selected Research UK HEI Research Data Policies

University of Leeds 165
The University of Salford
University of Warwick

The University of Lancaster
University of Southampton
The University of Strathcyde
University of Northampton
University College London
Middlesex University
University of Oxford

Oxford Brooks University
Edge Hill University
University of Surrey
University of Hertfordshire
University of Sheffield
University of Liverpool
University of Nottingham

University of the Arts London

Queen Mary University of London

0 40 80 120 160 200

Word count



Policy broadly defines the role institution plays In
supporting RDM and outlines RDM responsibility
of researchers
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document

Specified length



Russell Not
Group Russell
Group

No 6 7 13
(Column %) (46%) (29%) (35%)
Non-specified reference, or criteria specified 1 4 5
In supporting document (7%) (17%) (14%)
(Column %)
Yes, specified 6 13 19
(Column%) (46%) (54%) (51%)
TOTAL 13 24 37

(Row %) (42%) (58%) (100%)



Policy contains a statement on length of time data
should be kept
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Policy contains a statement on the ethical
use/reuse of data, particularly how It affects
potential reuse
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Policy contains a statement on how data will be
accessed
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Policy contains a statement on data availabllity
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Policy contains a statement on costing of RDM
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2009|2010 12011 [2012 ]2013 2014 2015 ]2016 | TOTAL |
1 5 3 2 12

None

(Row %) (18%) (45%) (27%) (18%) (32%)
Non-specified 1 3 3 1 8
(Row %) (13%) (38%) (38%) (13%) (22%)
One year 1 1 1 5 1 1 10
(Row %) (10%) (10%) (10%) (50%) (10%) (10%) (27%)
Two years 1 1 1 3
(Row %) (33%) (33%) (33%) (8%)
Three years 1 1 1 1 4
(Row %) (25%) (25%) (25%) (25%) (11%)
TOTAL 1 0 4 10 13 5 2 1 37

(Column %) (3%) 0%)  (11%) (27%)  (35%)  (14%) (5%)  (3%)  (100%)






Summary



